Kitsilano Secondary School

September 2020 Newsletter
2706 Trafalgar Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6K 2J6
Phone: 604-713-8961 Fax: 604-713-8960

Principal:
Vice Principal:
Vice Principal:

Ms. Ranjit Bains
Mr. Darren Gock
Ms. Jill Sehmbi

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/kitsilano/pages/default.aspx

Vancouver Board of Education Liaison Trustee:
Vancouver Board of Education Director of Instruction:

Mr. Fraser Ballantyne
Mr. Richard Zerbe

We are pleased to welcome you to a new school year at Kitsilano Secondary School. This year will be a very new way
of schooling and we are hopeful and optimistic that it will be a successful one. We are excited to continue building on
all that is good about our school and community.
We recognize that many are feeling anxious and uncertain about returning to school. Please know that the health and
safety of our school community remains our key priority. We are working closely with VSB District and school-based
staff to ensure the full implementation of the VSB COVID-19 Safety Plan. This plan was developed under the BC
Government COVID-19 K-12 Education Plan-Stage 2 mandate.
As a school learning community, we will continue exemplifying our core values of personal responsibility and social
responsibility and Indigenous cultural enhancement. Specifically, we will continue to explore student success-what is it
and what does it look like for our individual learners. This year, we will have an additional focus on equity and access
to student success for our diverse learners.
In continuing to observe concerning global events which raise our collective awareness of discrimination and inequity,
we would like to assure you that we are here to listen, learn, and support. We are committed to ensuring all staff and
students feel safe, valued, and included. We will continue to strive to embrace and celebrate our diversity.
Parents new to Kitsilano Secondary are encouraged to attend and join our school Parent Advisory Committee (PAC).
As part of our Kitsilano tradition, we hope to continue with the high level of parent involvement in PAC as well as with
all the other committees. Parent contributions are valued and appreciated by all staff and students.
Students new to Kitsilano Secondary are encouraged to join extra-curricular clubs, teams, and councils to enhance
their Kitsilano experience. Though the way these groups meet this year may look different, there is great value in
making connections with peers through shared interests. We have a strong tradition of student engagement and
involvement and are proud of how well-rounded and successful our students have been and continue to be.
On behalf of the staff of Kitsilano Secondary, I welcome you to a new and exciting school year!
Sincerely,

Ms. Ranjit Bains
Principal
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BC MINISTRY OF EDUCATION PRIORITIES
The goal of the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with the Provincial Health Officer (PHO), and BC
Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC), is to provide a healthy and safe environment for staff and students,
from kindergarten to graduation (K-12), in support of in-class instruction.
In-class instruction was suspended in response to a COVID-19 pandemic being declared in BC, the BC
Ministry of Education discontinued in-school instruction in March 2020. The priorities identified when inclass instruction was suspended in March remain the current priorities as in-class instruction is reintroduced. These priorities are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students, families, and employees.
Provide the services needed to support children of our essential workers.
Support vulnerable students who may need special assistance.
Provide continuity of educational opportunities for all students.

From March to June 2020, BC and the District operated in Stage 4 of the BC Restart Plan for K-12. This
included remote learning and limited in-class learning opportunities for students with diverse needs and
the children of essential service workers (ESW). In June 2020, BC and the District shifted to Stage 3 of the
Plan, which included a combination of some in-class and remote learning at all grade levels, with limits set
based on reduced student numbers/school density. Stage 2 of the BC Restart Plan for K-12 begins in
September 2020. In Stage 2, 100% of students from K-12 will attend in-class instruction in Learning
Groups/cohorts.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES
We are adhering to the guidance provided by the Provincial Health Office, BC Centre for Disease Control,
and Vancouver Coastal Health agencies.
Measures and protocols in place are to promote:
•
•
•
•

Practicing regular hand washing
Maximizing physical distancing
Minimizing physical touch
Ensuring additional cleaning measures
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SCHOOL SCHEDULE INFORMATION
Student Schedules
From March to June 2020, BC and the VSB operated in Stage 4 of the BC Restart Plan for K-12. This included
remote learning and limited in-class learning opportunities for students with diverse needs and the children
of essential service workers (ESW). In June 2020, BC and the VSB shifted to Stage 3 of the Plan, which
included a combination of some in-class and remote learning at all grade levels, with limits set based on
reduced student numbers/school density.
Stage 2 of the BC Restart Plan for K-12 begins in September 2020. In Stage 2, 100% of students from K-12
will attend in-class instruction in Learning Cohorts. All VSB Secondary Schools have adopted a Quarterly
model where students will complete two courses over a 10-week period for 4 Quarters. These courses will
rotate between Face-to-Face and Remote instruction over the 10-weeks (see Appendix E for the Year
Calendar with Rotations). In accordance with the Restart Plan, students have been assigned to Learning
Cohorts (max. 15) for each of their 8 classes. These cohorts are unique to each Quarter: 2 classes of 15 per
4 Quarters = Max. Learning Cohort of 120 students over the year.

Please note that attendance for in-class instruction in mandatory. All courses will deliver the full curriculum
and assess learning accordingly. Although the structure of school at this time may not look like it did before,
schools will operate based on public health advice, risk assessments, and strategies and will continue to be
safe and healthy places to connect, learn, and work.
Student Schedules will be available through the MyEd BC Student Family Portal on September 4th after 4
pm.
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Schedule Changes
In adherence with the School Restart Plan requirements and condensed timelines of course delivery in a
quarterly system, changes to student schedules will be restricted to students within the BC Graduation
Program (Grades 10 – 12) and specific circumstances. Course change requests for the full school year (Q1,
Q2, Q3, Q4) will only be considered during the September 4 to September 8 and will prioritized based on
the following criteria:
•
•
•

Graduation requirements of the BC Graduation Program
Incomplete Schedules
Post Secondary Program Requirements

All schedule changes must be submitted through the following online form by September 9, 2020.

Kitsilano Course Change Request Form
Ability to accommodate course request changes is not guaranteed.
Any possible changes that are made will be final.
If your child is in need of additional social-emotional support, feels anxious about school, or if you are
uncertain, at this time, if your child will return to in-person instruction, please contact your child’s grade
counsellor.
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School Bell Schedules (Face-to-Face)

Periods

KITSILANO SECONDARY
2020-2021
Daily Schedule
(Each day will be divided into four parts)
Monday – Friday

Session One
Flex Time A
Flex Time B
Session Two

8:40 – 10:25 am
10:30 am – 11:30 am
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
1:18 pm – 3:03 pm

Minutes
105
60
60
104

Periods

Collaborative Day Bell Schedule
Monday – Friday

Minutes

Session One
Collaborative Time for Staff
Flex Time B
Session Two

8:40 – 10:25 am
10:30 am – 11:30 am
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
1:18 pm – 3:03 pm

105
60
60
104

Periods

Early Dismissal Day Bell Schedule
Monday – Friday

Minutes

Session One
Flex Time A
Flex Time B
Session Two

8:40 – 10:25 am
10:30 am – 11:30 am
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
1:18 pm – 2:03 pm

105
60
60
45

REMOTE LEARNING
For courses which are in the remote learning rotation in each quarter, students can expect instruction a
minimum of 3 times a week and maximum of 5 times a week. This instruction will occur via Microsoft
Teams Classroom during Flex Time. Students are expected to attend virtual class sessions to the best of
their ability. We recognize that there may be times when students are unable to join the sessions due to
conflicts with other classes or personal reasons. Teachers will be recording and posting the sessions for
future reference.

LEARNING SUPPORT
If your child requires additional support for their learning, please follow these steps:
1. Reach out to the classroom teacher.
2. If your child has a Ministry Learning Designation, contact the appropriate Case Manager.
3. If your child does not have Ministry Learning Designation, contact the appropriate grade counsellor.
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THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL
All students report to school on the first day, Thursday, September 10. On that day, students will attend
school only during the time indicated for an important student orientation.

Thursday, September 10
Students in Grade 8 Only:
Face to Face AM:
Face to Face PM:
Students in Grade 9-12 Only:
Face to Face AM:
Face to Face PM:

Report to Face to Face AM class from 8:30 am – 10:00 am
Report to Face to Face PM class from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
Report to Face to Face AM class from 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Report to Face to Face PM class from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Friday, September 11

Students in Grade 8 to 12
REMOTE A: Report to REMOTE A class from 8:30 am – 9:30 am
REMOTE B: Report to REMOTE B class from 10:00 am – 11:00 am

GRADE 8 ORIENTATION
Kitsilano’s Link Crew Welcomes Our New Grade Eight Students!
Every incoming grade 8 student will have a specially selected grade 10 mentor (Link Crew Leader) to help
make the transition from elementary school to high school a positive one. Link Crew Leaders will assist in
the first week of school. Additionally, they will make contact with their grade 8 crews throughout the
school year to check in or to invite them to special events.
The Grade 8 orientation will take place on Thursday, September 10 at 8:30 am and 10:30 am according to
the schedule below. Students will receive all pertinent information regarding the first weeks of school
during this orientation. We hope our new Grade 8s come with lots of questions about their new
secondary school.

Face-to-Face-AM:

8:30 - 10:00 am

Face-to-Face-PM:

10:30 - 12:00 pm

The Grade 8 Orientation will begin on our artificial turf located on the south-east corner of the school
campus. To maintain physical distancing and minimizing physical contact we ask that students enter the
turf from the west-side fence gate off of 12th street from outside as opposed to going through the school.
Link Crew Leaders will meet the Grade 8 students to group them into their Face-to-Face-AM and Face-toFace-PM cohorts and continue the orientation from there.
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GRADE COUNSELLORS
Grade Counsellor assignments for this year are as follows:
Grade
8
Last Name:
A - Dt
Du - J
K - Rt
Ru - Z
9
10
11
12

Counsellor
Email Address
Split by Alpha Last Name amongst all counsellors
Ms. Michelle DeYoung
Ms. Cari McDonald
Ms. Carrie Pitman
Ms. Ranjit Bains
(Temporary)

mdeyoung@vsb.bc.ca
cmcdonald@vsb.bc.ca
cpitman@vsb.bc.ca

Ms. Michelle DeYoung
Ms. Ranjit Bains
(Temporary)
Ms. Carrie Pitman
Ms. Cari McDonald

mdeyoung@vsb.bc.ca

rbains@vsb.bc.ca

rbains@vsb.bc.ca
cpitman@vsb.bc.ca
cmcdonald@vsb.bc.ca

ACCESSING THE SCHOOL
Students are to be at school only during scheduled instructional time or pre-arranged appointments made
with School Staff.
Parents and members of the public will only be permitted inside the school if they have a pre-scheduled
appointment made with School Staff
The doorways to the outside will be designated as either entrances or exits.
Entrance Doorways
•
•

West-side doorway from Trafalgar Street
North-side entrances from 10th Avenue

Exit Doorways
•
•

East-side doorway leading to school artificial turf
South-side doorway leading to 12th Avenue

*Teachers in classrooms that have entrance/exits doorways that directly lead from/to the outside of the
building may designated these doorways as access points to their classes.
All doorways are available and considered exits in the event of an evacuation scenario.
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MOVEMENT WITHIN SCHOOL
Upon entering the school, Students are to head directly to the classroom they are scheduled to attend.
When moving though the building students are to travel on the right side of the hallway/stairwell while
maintaining physical distancing.

DAILY HEALTH ASSESSMENTS FOR STUDENTS ATTENDING FACETO-FACE INSTRUCTION
Below are key requirements that all students and families must be aware of and adhere to while attending
face-to-face instruction.

If your child is ill or has COVID-19 Symptoms:
Parents or caregivers must keep their child at home until they have been assessed by a health care provider
to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases, and their symptoms have resolved.
If you are unsure of your child’s health condition or if they have COVID-19-like symptoms, contact 8-1-1 for
guidance. 8-1-1 is a free-of-charge provincial health information and advice phone line available in British
Columbia.

If your child becomes ill while at school:
As per guidance from health authorities, any child exhibiting symptoms will be moved to a secluded space,
such as a first-aid room or designated health room, where they will be supervised and supported by staff.
School staff will contact the student’s parents/guardians and will coordinate a plan for the student to
return home.

Conduct Daily Self-Assessments:
Parents/guardians must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or
other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. If your child is ill, they must remain
home.
In addition, a student may not attend school if:
•
•

•

they have travelled outside of BC in the last 14 days;
they have had contact with a known COVID-19 case, or if another person in their home has
symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease, even if
your child remains asymptomatic (i.e. does not show signs of being ill); and/or
a doctor or other medical professional has advised them to self-isolate.

On a one-time basis, parents/guardians will be asked to submit one checklist to the school confirming
they understand: 1) how to conduct the Daily Health Assessment and 2) that this health
assessment/check must be conducted daily, 3) they must keep their child(ren) home if their child(ren)
are have symptoms or are ill and seek the advice or a healthcare professional.

Kitsilano Secondary School, September 2020 Newsletter

Page 11

Allergies and People with Chronic Medical Conditions with COVID-19-like
Symptoms
Students or staff who experience seasonal allergies or other COVID-19-like symptoms, which are related to
an existing condition can continue to attend school or work when they are experiencing these symptoms
as normal. If they experience any change or worsening in symptoms they must seek assessment by a
health-care provider. It will be important for people with these conditions to generally share that they have
such a condition and to be treated with respect by others.

Family or Household Members of Staff or Students with COVID-19
Students or staff may still attend school if a member of their household has cold, influenza, or COVID-19like symptoms, provided the student/staff themselves are well/asymptomatic. It is expected the
symptomatic household member is seeking assessment by a health-care provider. Staff and students who
are close contacts (including household contacts) of a public health confirmed COVID-19 case must selfisolate (VCH) and not attend school.

Hand hygiene
Students will wash their hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer upon arrival each day, throughout
the day (after using the washroom, before/after eating, etc.), and before leaving. Classrooms without sinks
have been supplied with hand sanitizer. (Please see APPENDIX C: Hand Washing)

Coughing and Sneezing (Respiratory Etiquette)
Staff and students should practice proper respiratory etiquette and reinforce it among their peers. Diligent
respiratory etiquette involves:
•
•

•

Coughing or sneezing into the crease of the elbow or a tissue and disposing of used tissue into a
lined waste bin and perform hand hygiene.
Refrain from touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
Refrain from sharing any food, drinks, and unwashed dishes/utensils.
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
Wearing Masks (Please see APPENDIX D: How to Wear a Face Mask)
Public Health Guidance
Wearing non-medical masks at all times in schools is not recommended by public health as there are
multiple, more effective infection prevention and exposure control measures in place. The following
measures provide multiple layers of protection that reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensuring students and staff stay home when they are sick or required to self-isolate, including
ensuring everyone entering the school performs a daily health check;
Frequent hand hygiene;
Enhanced cleaning and disinfection;
Placing students and staff into consistent groupings of people (Learning Groups/Cohorts);
Adapting learning environments to maximize the use of space; and
Increasing ventilation.
Ensuring physical distance can be maintained between Learning Groups/Cohorts;

When Wearing Masks are “Required” by the District and Ministry of Education
Wearing a non-medical mask is a personal choice for students and adults with the exception on the
following:
•
•

Non-medical masks are required to be used in situations where staff and students cannot maintain
physical distance from a person outside of their Learning Group/Cohort or household.
NOTE: No student is required to wear a non-medical mask if they do not tolerate it.

Grades 6-12 Students
Students in Grade 6-12 are required to wear non-medical masks in high traffic areas such as buses and in
common areas such as hallways, or anytime outside of their Learning Group/Cohort whenever physical
distancing cannot be maintained.

BRINGING IN/USE OF PERSONAL MATERIALS
We encourage students to bring their personal materials to minimize physical contact and use of
shared materials. Please label your child’s water bottle, supplies and everything they bring to
school. ONLY water bottle filling stations will be open to refill bottles.
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TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT
Access to Technology
If your child does not have access to any technology (i.e. phone, laptop, tablet), please contact the grade
counsellor for support.

VSB Student Accounts and Office365
VSB Students are provided an VSB Student email address to access school technology devices as well as an
account to use Microsoft Office 365.
•
•
•
•

VSB Student Email address: Student#@learn.vsb.bc.ca
Password: This is the same password you use to log onto school computers last year
If you forgot your password, you can reset your account at: Studentpass.vsb.bc.ca
Please contact our Teacher Librarians should you require further assistance with your VSB Email
Account
o Ms. Paulsen – spaulsen@vbs.bc.ca
o Ms. Macrae – amacrae@vsb.bc.ca
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MyEd BC Student Family Portal
Parents and students are strongly encouraged to sign on to the MyEd BC Student Family Portal. Through
this portal, parents and students can access student schedules, daily attendance, course grades, and report
cards. Instructions on logging in can be found in the MyEd Student Family Portal Support site.
Student Family portal accounts will be created for all grade 8 students and students new to the District.
Additional instruction and support will be provided to this group by the school once the year has started.
All Student Family Portal accounts are temporarily disabled by the District at the end of July. Students who
are returning will have their accounts re-enabled (with the same login credentials) as part of the EOYR (end
of year rollover) process. Accounts will be accessible again by Labour Day long weekend.

Please follow the directions below if you are having difficulty in accessing the MyEd Student
Family Portal.
Should you encounter difficulty with the links to documentation below, please access them directly through
the MyEd Student Family Portal Support site URL:
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/MyEdStudentFamilyPortalSupport/
1. The Student Family Portal is case-sensitive so please be aware of whether the Caps Lock is on or off
or whether passwords and security answers contain lower and upper-case characters.
2. If you know the Login ID, Primary Email, and Security Answer
A. You can re-enable the account and reset the password by following this guide: Resetting a
Password or Enabling a Disabled Account
B. You will receive an email (sent to the primary email address) with a system randomly
generated password. Use it when following this guide: First Time Logging In
3. If you do not know the primary email or if the system does not accept the security answer or
indicates that you are disabled from using the reset feature
A. Have Student Report to the School Office
B. Provide/confirm primary email address for the student in the system
C. Allow 24 to 48 hour for processing
D. You will receive an email (sent to the primary email address) with a system randomly
generated password. Use it when following this guide: First Time Logging In
For more information we invite you to explore the MyEd Student Family Portal Support site and in
particular the Student Family Portal Tour.
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LOCKERS
For Health & Safety reasons, lockers will not be assigned to students this year. Students should plan
accordingly and ensure they bring only necessary learning materials, etc. when they are attending
in person classes.

FOOD SERVICES
For Health & Safety reasons, the cafeteria, school store, and vending machines will not be operational.
Students should plan accordingly and bring necessary nourishment when they are attending in person
classes. Please note that student seating and gathering in the Atrium or Learning Spaces will not be
permitted.
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SCHOOL FEES
GENERAL SCHOOL FEE: In accordance with the B.C. School Act and Vancouver School Board Policy, fees
will not be charged for students’ educational programs or required educational resource materials.
However, a nominal school fee ($21) has been approved by the board of Trustees for all secondary school
students in Vancouver.
School fees are to be paid using our new on-line fee payment system SchoolCash (please see details on
APPENDIX A).
STUDENT AGENDA FEE: All students are encouraged to purchase a hard copy of Kitsilano student agenda
($9).

SCHOOL MOBILE APP:
The mobile school app is accessible for all students
and parents. The official school app and the only one supported and
updated by the school is called Kitsilano Secondary School and is operated by
Honeygarlic Software. Search for “My School Day” in the Apple App or
Google Play store or scan this QR Code.
QR Code for School App
YEARBOOK: Students wanting a Kitsilano yearbook are advised to pay as soon as possible, as the number
of books ordered is based on the number of students who have paid. Please use the SchoolCash Online to
make the payment.
GRAD FEE: To be determined and communicated later in school year.
SUPPLEMENTAL FEES: These fees have been approved by the Vancouver Board of Education for items
such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Optional materials that enhance prescribed learning outcomes
Optional field trips
Extracurricular activities / athletic team fees
Appropriate personal clothing for school activities (e.g. Gym Strip)
Rental of a musical instrument

Page 17

Kitsilano Secondary School, September 2020 Newsletter

KITSILANO SECONDARY SCHOOL FEE STRUCTURE
School Fees
(Mainstream, PrEP, Life Skills,
Vinery)
Student Activity Fee includes
intramurals, clubs, student welcome
events, social responsibility
activities, student council, whole
school events
Agenda - optional
Yearbook - optional
Total
Field Trips (cost per student)
Trips requested on a regular basis
included optional PE activity fees
Supplemental Fees – See attached
schedule

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

21.00

21.00

21.00

21.00

21.00

9.00
40.00

9.00
40.00

9.00
40.00

9.00
40.00

9.00
40.00

70.00

70.00

70.00

70.00

70.00

as per class

as per class

as per class

as per class

as per class

The Board of Education Trustees is committed to ensuring that no school-age student will be denied an opportunity to
participate in a course, class or program because of an inability to pay fees. Parents and guardians unable to pay
some or all of a school fee are invited to speak to the school Principal.
Important Information – Please Translate

這是一份重要資訊 — 請找人為您翻譯
这是一份重要信息 — 请找人为您翻译
Thông tin quan trọng - Xin phiên dịch

Mahalagang Impormasyon - Paki salin sa sariling wika
Información importante - Por favor traducer
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KITSILANO SECONDARY SCHOOL – STANDARD SUPPLEMENTAL FEES
2020 - 2021
Course

Art

Supplemental Fee / Description

(All Visual Art courses)

Art 8

$10.00

Supplemental cost for sketchbook only

Art 9 / 10

$25.00

Supplemental cost for enhanced supplies

Art 11 / 12

$30.00

Supplemental cost for enhanced supplies

Art Careers/Advanced Art/Art Portfolio

$35.00

Supplemental cost for enhanced supplies

Graphics 10

$25.00

Supplemental cost for enhanced supplies

Graphics 11 / 12

$30.00

Supplemental cost for enhanced supplies

$20.00

Supplemental cost for photo paper
beyond the basic requirements

$30.00

Supplemental cost for photo paper
beyond the basic requirements

Photography

(All photography courses)

Photography 9 / 10

Photography 11 / 12
Drama

(All Drama Courses)

Drama 8 – 12

Music 9-12 (Band & Choir)

No fee

No fee--deposits may be collected for uniforms, sheet
music, rentals

Home Economics
Home Ec 8

$ 5.00

Supply fee

Foods 9/10

$35.00

Supplemental cost for better ingredients,
more labs

Foods 11/12

$45.00

Supplemental cost for better ingredients,
more labs

Tech Ed
Tech Ed 8

$5.00

Maximum supply fee

Tech Ed 9-12

$35.00
on individual projects

Supplemental cost based

Tech Ed 11-12

$45.00
on individual projects

Supplemental cost based
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All Science Courses

No fee
trip) costs may be collected

Optional activity (field

All PE Courses

No fee
trip) costs may be collected

Optional activity (field

Career Life Education 10

No fee
trip) costs may be collected

Optional activity (field

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

AP courses

Exam fee of $140.00 will be charged (subject to change per
AP / USD exchange rate)

Certification Programs

Fees may be charged for optional certification programs
ie: SuperHost, FoodSafe, Quantum, First Responders, CPR.
Fees will vary.

Optional Field Trips/Activities

Refundable Workbook Deposits

Fees may be charged and will vary

Deposits may be charged if teachers wish students to use a
workbook. A refund will be issued if the resource is
returned in its original condition; no refund will be issued if
damaged or written in.
Departments that usually
incorporate the use of workbooks include: Mathematics,
Science and Languages. This is subject to change.

For any courses not listed no supplemental fee will be charged
Financial Hardship Policy
The Board of Education Trustees is committed to ensuring that no school-age student will be denied an
opportunity to participate in a course, class or program because of an inability to pay fees. Parents and guardians
unable to pay some or all of a school fee are invited to speak to their child's teacher, school counsellor, and/or the
school Principal.
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PAYING SCHOOL FEES ON-LINE USING SCHOOL CASH
SchoolCash Online is to be used for payment of all school fees, including everything from field
trips to yearbooks. This secure system helps parents and community members pay schoolrelated fees safely, quickly and easily online.
The new system puts all of the school fees available to your student online for purchase,
keeping you informed of your child’s activities and needs. We will post items through the system
and assign the relevant fees to your student. You can then choose to purchase these fees online
with one of three different methods, including credit cards. You can also stay informed and keep
track of which school fees require your attention. The system strictly adheres to Canada’s
privacy and anti-spam legislation and meets the latest industry standards for payment security.
You are now able to register – a simple process that takes only a few minutes – by visiting
https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com or visiting our website at http://www.vsb.bc.ca/onlinepayment and following directions to the School Cash Online page. You will need your child’s
usual first name, last name and birth date to register. Please see additional information at the
end of this newsletter regarding the registration process. Should you encounter any
difficulties, you can use the parent help desk at 1(866) 961-1803 or by visiting
schoolcashonline.com/Home/Support.

COURSE/SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS
Textbooks and Notebooks
We believe that students who have the best learning resources have a greater chance of
success. Textbooks are issued free of charge throughout the school year and are collected at the
end of the school year. A charge is levied when textbooks are lost or damaged. Students are
required to supply their own notebooks and writing materials. Teachers will communicate
subject specific materials during the first day of classes.
Please take particular note of the following:
Students who lose a textbook will be charged the current, full replacement cost. This is
necessary because funds available to schools from learning resources are very limited.
Students must return the textbook they were issued. If they return a textbook that has a
different identification number from the one they were issued, they will be charged the full
replacement cost for the textbook.
Students who return textbooks that have damaged or missing bar codes, making it impossible to
identify the textbook owner, will be charged the full replacement cost. Students who return
textbooks that are damaged (torn covers, missing pages, graffiti on pages/cover, etc.) will be
charged the full replacement cost.
Each year we spend several thousand dollars replacing books that were not returned. We
believe many textbooks may have been forgotten in June 2020. Please return ALL Kitsilano
learning resources to the teachers.
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SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
All students will be photographed by Artona Photographers for their student ID (“Go” card) to
be used on public transit and to borrow materials from our school library. Parents wishing to
purchase photo packages may do so online at www.artonagroup.com. Students will need their
Kitsilano student number to log on. Dates for school photos and re-takes are yet to be
determined and will be announced to students/families via the Kitsilano website and email
communication.

CAREER LIFE CONNECTIONS
As part of the K-12 Career Education program, all students are required to complete Career Life
Connections (CLC). Grade 11 Students will work with a mentor and teacher to complete a
Capstone project that showcases the student’s personal area of interest and passion. The
student will have a chance, through the development of the Capstone project, to determine the
appropriate training and education needed for their career path.
CLC will be offered during Flex time (10:30 AM - 1:15 PM) with Remote and Face-to-Face
components. The expectation is that CLC requirements are completed during the assigned
Quarter with the flexibility to complete the Capstone project over the year. CLC teachers will
communicate directly with their classes to outline specific course expectations and meeting
times.

GRADS OF 2021 - GRAD PHOTO
Artona is our Grad photographer. The dates for Kitsilano grad photos are September 21 to 25.
That is REALLY soon! You must sign up online for appointments at www.artonagroup.com –
please do so before school starts. Artona has a new studio just for group shots, so you can
take some extra poses with your friends. Artona Studios is located at 353 West 7th Avenue.
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STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE
This insurance is voluntary on the part of parents. Parents are encouraged to consider this as
the school district does not carry accident insurance.
Available coverage is not restricted to school time, but covers accidental injuries 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 12 months a year. Enrolment forms and further information are available online at: https://ia.ca/kidsplus.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Give the quarterly system of course/education delivery, absences will potentially have an
increased impact upon a student’s achievement. Content and learning missed due to absence
can affect the final letter grade as evaluation of student learning is based on the learning that is
able to be assessed. Students are expected to and will be afforded an opportunity to
demonstrate their learning for assignments and tests missed within a reasonable timeframe of
the school timeline.
If your child is absent from face-to-face classes or unable to participate in remote classes due to
illness, please contact the classroom teachers and your child’s counsellor. This will ensure your
child is supported in their learning during and after the absence.
Student absences which are unexcused and/or due to extended vacation, will be subject to
follow up in accordance with Administrative Procedure 300 and Administrative Procedure 330.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September/2020 to June/2021

2020

OCT

NOV

DEC

SEPT 07
10-11 Th-F

M
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY
Student Orientation

14

Start of Block 1-1 Classes

M

21-25 M-F
25
F
30
W

Grad Photos c/o Artona
Professional Development Day
Collaborative Time for Staff

05
07

M
W

12

19
23

M
M
F

28

W

UVIC Info Session (11:30-12:30 pm)
UVIC’s Bachelor of Commerce Info Session
(11:3012:20pm)
THANKSGIVING DAY HOLIDAY
UBC Post Secondary Info Session (3:15-4:15 pm)
Professional Development Day
Collaborative Time for Staff

02-05 M-Th Numeracy & Literacy Assessments
10
T
Remembrance Day Assemblies
11
W
REMEMBRANCE DAY HOLIDAY

19
25
27

Th
W
F

Ryerson Univ. Info Session (11:30-12:30 pm)
Collaborative Time for Staff
Professional Development Day

20

F

Last day before Winter Break

SCHOOL CLOSE FOR WINTER BREAK

(Monday, Dec. 21 to Friday, Jan. 01 Inclusive)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020-2021
2021

FEB

JAN 04
18
M
25-29 M-F

12

M
SCHOOL RE-OPENS
Professional Development Day
Numeracy/Literacy Assessments
Collaborative Time for Staff
End of Term

27
28

W
Th

F

Professional Development Day
M
BC FAMILY DAY (Holiday)
W
Collaborative Time for Staff

15

24

MAR 15-26
M
W

School re-opens after Spring Break

APR

02

F

GOOD FRIDAY

05
07
26
28

M
W
M
W

EASTER MONDAY
French Placement Exam @ 3:30 pm
Professional Development Day
Collaborative Time for Staff

Th

Big One @ 2:00 pm
VICTORIA DAY (Holiday)
Collaborative Time for Staff

MAY 06

JUN

SPRING BREAK

29
31

18

Collaborative Time for Staff

24
26

M

F

W

23

W

Graduation Ceremony @ 11:00 am
Collaborative Time for Staff

25

F

Last day for student work to be submitted
Last Day of Term

29

T

Last full day of student attendance

W

Reports Published
Administrative/School Closing Day

30

SCHOOL CLOSED– SUMMER BREAK
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APPENDIX B – Understanding COVID-19
Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common
cold to more severe diseases. The SARS-CoV-2 virus, is a new strain of virus which first emerged
in humans in 2019 and results in COVID-19 disease. COVID-19 resulted in a pandemic being
declared globally, it can cause mild to serious illness and even death.

Signs and Symptoms
The symptoms of COVID-19 are similar to other respiratory illnesses including the flu
and common cold. BCCDC advises that the most common symptoms include:
• Fever
• Loss of sense of smell or taste
• Chills
• Headache
• Cough or worsening of chronic
• Fatigue
cough
• Diarrhea
• Shortness of breath
• Loss of appetite
• Sore throat
• Nausea and vomiting
• Runny nose
• Muscle ache
Less common symptoms also include:
• · Stuffy nose
• · Abdominal pain
• · Conjunctivitis (pink eye)
• · Skin rashes or discoloration of
fingers or toes.
• · Dizziness, confusion
NOTE: Children have similar symptoms to adults, but are less likely to have fever,
shortness of breath or cough. COVID-19 causes mild illness in the majority of cases in
children.
COVID-19 symptoms can range from mild to severe. Sometimes people with COVID-19
have mild illness, but their symptoms may suddenly worsen in a few days. For a
complete and current list of symptoms refer to: www.bccdc.ca

Transmission Routes
COVID-19 is transmitted via liquid droplets that are dispersed when a person coughs or
sneezes. Infected droplets can enter the body through the:
• Eyes
• Nose
• Throat/mouth
Transmission through infected droplets can occur via the following means:
1. Being in close contact of someone with COVID-19 when they cough or sneeze. Living in a
household with someone with COVID-19 or having household-like contact with a COVID-19 case
is the most common route of community transmitted COVID-19.
2. Touching a surface that is contaminated with COVID-19 and then touching your face and
transferring the virus to the mucus membranes of your eyes, nose, throat. This why public
health recommends frequent and diligent hand hygiene to everyone.
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Transmission Update from BCCDC:
“Experiences of COVID-19 in hospital settings around the world, including in B.C., suggest that
COVID-19 is primarily spread by droplet contact. While there is some discussion that COVID19 can spread by staying in the air (by aerosols), there is no convincing scientific evidence to
support this. An exception is aerosols produced by aerosol-generating medical procedures.”
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APPENDIX D: How to Wear a Face Mask
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APPENDIX F: Who Do I Contact?
I have questions or concerns
about…

I will contact…

content, progress, learning in a course
registration for next year’s courses
graduation requirements
support for my child with learning needs

Classroom Teachers
Grade Counsellor
Grade Counsellor
Program Case Manager/School Based
Resource Teacher (SBRT)
Grade Counsellor

support for my child with social emotional
needs
support for Indigenous learners
support for substance use/misuse
support for language interpretation
support for English Language Learners (ELL)
support for International Program students
student transcripts
student password assistance
general inquiries about school procedures

Indigenous Engagement & Enhancement
Worker (IEEW)
Supporting and Connecting Youth (SACY)
Engagement & Prevention Worker
Grade Counsellor
Classroom Teacher or ELL Department Head
International Student Advisor
Student Records Clerk
Teacher Librarians
Administrative Assistant

Contact Information
Role

Name

E-mail

Grade Counsellors
Grade 8: Last name A to Dt
Grade 8: Last name Du to J
Grade 8: Last name K to Rt
Grade 8: Last name Ru to Z
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11
Grade 12

Ms. Michelle DeYoung
Ms. Cari McDonald
Ms. Carrie Pitman
Ms. Ranjit Bains
(temporary)
Ms. Michelle DeYoung
Ms. Ranjit Bains
(temporary)
Ms. Carrie Pitman
Ms. Cari McDonald

mdeyoung@vsb.bc.ca
cmcdonald@vsb.bc.ca
cpitman@vsb.bc.ca
rbains@vsb.bc.ca (temporary)
mdeyoung@vsb.bc.ca
rbains@vsb.bc.ca (temporary)
cpitman@vsb.bc.ca
cmcdonald@vsb.bc.ca

Program Case Managers/Resource Teacher
School Based Resource
Teacher
PrEP Grade 12 Case Manager
PrEP Grade 11 Case Manager
PrEP Grade 10 Case Manager

Ms. Christie Breakingbury

cbreakingbury@vsb.bc.ca

Ms. Melissa Killion
Mr. Glen Marshall
Ms. Maggie Knight

mkillion@vsb.bc.ca
gmarshall@vsb.bc.ca
mknight@vsb.bc.ca
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Vinery Program Case
Manager
ELL Department Head &
International Student Advisor

Ms. Jessica Reid

jreid@vsb.bc.ca

Ms. Zoe Higgs

zhiggs@vsb.bc.ca

Support Workers
Indigenous Engagement &
Enhancement Worker
Supporting and Connecting
Youth Engagement &
Prevention Worker

Mr. Trent Gauthier

tgauthier@vsb.bc.ca

Ms. Jaclyn Chang

jaclyn.chang@vch.ca

Teacher Librarians
Student Password Assistance

Ms. Sarah Paulsen
Ms. Anna MacCrae

spaulsen@vsb.bc.ca
amacrae@vsb.bc.ca

Administration
Administrative Assistant
Student Records Clerk
Vice-Principal
(Grade 9, 11, & International)
Vice-Principal
(Grade 8, 10, & International)
Principal
(Grade 12)

Ms. Francia Devilla
Ms. Susan Nakashima

fdevilla@vsb.bc.ca
snakashima@vsb.bc.ca

Ms Jill Sehmbi

jsehmbi@vsb.bc.ca

Mr. Darren Gock

dgock@vsb.bc.ca

Ms. Ranjit Bains

rbains@vsb.bc.ca

Kitsilano Secondary School, September 2020 Newsletter

APPENDIX G: Resources, Links, and Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ministry of Education
VSB Website
Vancouver School Board – Continuity of Learning
Kitsilano Website
VSB Acceptable Use of Technology Policy
Adobe CC: Adobe access for all VSB Staff and Students
SACY: Supporting and Connecting Youth
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